ABRAHAM    LINCOLN

thing, or all the other. Either the opponents of
slavery will arrest the further spread of it, and
place it where the public mind shall rest in the
belief that it is in course of ultimate extinction,
or its advocates will push it forward till it shall
become alike lawful in all the states, old as well
as new, North as well as South/

This was a provocative declaration. It ranks
with the words which Scwarci was to use later in
the same year, on October 25, 1858, when he
said:

'Shall I tell you what this collision means?
They who think that it is ... the work of , . ,
fanatical agitators, and therefore ephemeral,
mistake the case altogether. It is an irrepres-
sible conflict between opposing and enduring
forces, and it means that the United States must
,., become either entirely a slave-holding nation
or entirely a free-labor nation/

Phrases like this contributed to the very crisis
which they prophesied; they exacerbated feeling
and made compromise less likely than over. In
Sewartl's case they gave rise to the impression
that he was an extremist and they assisted in
defeating him for the Republican nomination
as Presidential candidate in iSfio, for he was the
leading Republican and extremist utterances
from him were more important ami more
damaging than from a relatively unknown man
like Lincoln, But Lincoln found his 'House-
Divided9 speech a cause of great trouble and
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